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Leader:  It is Sunday, May 13th, 1917 in the mountain village of Fatima, Portugal. World War I 

is drawing to a close. Russia who is devoutly orthodox is a weak nation in a liberal provisional 

government. 

Three farm children, Lucy dos Santos (age 9), her cousins Francisco (age 8) and Jacinta (age 6) 

are pasturing their sheep as usual. It is noon, when suddenly a flash of light cuts the air…… 

They behold the form of a lady standing atop a tree, her feet hidden in a cloud. She is like an 

angel. But far more beautiful. Her hands hold an exquisite rosary. 

 

Mary:  Do not be afraid. I come from heaven. I want you to come here at this same hour on the 

13th day of each month until October. Then I will tell you who I am and what I want. Say the 

rosary everyday and bear all the sufferings God will send. 

 

Lucy:  We will do as you ask.   

 

Leader:  June 13th—The Second Vision 

 

Lucy:  We have come as you asked, dear lady. 

 

Mary:  Many souls go to Hell because they have no one to pray and make sacrifices for them. 

Francisco and Jacinta will soon leave this world for Heaven. Dear Lucy, God wishes you to 

remain on earth for some time because He wants to use you to establish in the world the devotion 

to my Immaculate Heart. I promise salvation to those who embrace it, and their souls will be 

loved by God as flowers placed by myself to adorn His throne. 

 

Leader:  July 13th—The Third Vision 

 

Lucy:  We have come as you asked. 

 

Mary:  In October I will work a great miracle so that all might believe and know who I am. 

Again I tell you to sacrifice yourselves for sinners. 

 

Leader:  As she spoke these words, Our Lady stretched out her hands, and bright rays came 

forth which seemed to penetrate into the earth. All at once the ground vanished, and the children 

found themselves standing on the brink of a sea of fire. As they peered into this dreadful place, 

the terrified youngsters saw huge numbers of devils and damned souls. The devils resembled 

hideous black animals, each filling the air with despairing shrieks. The damned souls were in 

their human bodies and seemed to be brown in color, tumbling about constantly in the flames 

and screaming with terror. All were on fire within and without their bodies, and neither devils 

nor damned souls seemed able to control their movements. They were tossing about in the flames 

like fiery coals in a furnace. There was never an instant’s peace or freedom from pain. 

 



Mary:  You have seen Hell, where the souls of poor sinners go. To save them, God wishes to 

establish in the world the devotion to my Immaculate Heart. If people do what I tell you, many 

souls will be saved and there will be peace. 

 

World War I is going to end soon. But if people do not stop offending God, another and worse 

war will begin. He is going to punish the world for its many crimes by means of war, hunger, and 

persecution of the Church and the Holy Father. 

 

To prevent this, I shall come to ask for the consecration of Russia to my Immaculate Heart and 

the Communion of Reparation on the 5 First Saturdays. If my requests are granted, Russia will 

be converted and there will be peace. If not, she will scatter her errors throughout the world, 

provoking wars, and persecution of the Church. The good will be martyred, the Holy Father will 

have much to suffer, and various nations will be destroyed. 

 

But in the end, my Immaculate Heart will triumph, the Holy Father will consecrate Russia to me, 

Russia will be converted, and a certain period of peace will be granted to the world. 

 

Leader:  August 13th—The Fourth Vision  

 

Leader:  Because the apparitions were creating so much excitement, the children were jailed by 

the mayor. He threatened to burn them alive in boiling oil, but they refused to reveal the secret 

given to them. Fearing violence from the people, the children were released the next day. Near 

the village on August 19th the Lady appeared to them and said she was greatly displeased by the 

action of the Mayor. 

 

Leader:  September 13th—The Fifth Vision 

 

Leader:  More than 30,000 people were present in September and saw a shower of mysterious 

white petals fall to within 10 feet of the ground before dissolving into the air. Many also saw the 

globe of light bearing the Lady come to rest atop the tree, and the branches bend as though 

someone were standing on them. 

 

Leader:  October 13th—The Sixth and Final Vision 

 

Leader:  70,000 people have gathered for the promised miracle. 

 

Lucy:  We have come as you asked. You promised to tell us who you are. 

 

Mary:  I am the Lady of the Rosary. I have come to warn the faithful to amend their lives and to 

ask pardon for their sins.  They must not offend Our Lord anymore, for He is already too 

grievously offended by the sins of men. People must say the Rosary. Let them continue saying it 

everyday. (Point to the Sun) 

 

Lucy:  (Point to the Sun) Holy Mary, your will shall be done! We accept your messages that we 

must pray for peace, and that we must say your beloved Rosary everyday. Pray for us sinners 

now and at the hour of our death. 



 

Leader:  At this moment the Sun appeared like a silver disc, pale as the moon, at which all could 

gaze without straining their eyes. Suddenly, impelled by some mysterious force, the disc began 

to whirl in the sky, casting off great shafts of multi-colored light. Red, green, blue, yellow, 

violet—the enormous rays shot across the sky at all angles, lighting up the entire countryside for 

many miles around, but particularly the upturned faces of those 70,000 spellbound people. After 

3 minutes the wonder stopped, but was resumed again a second and a third time—3 times in 

all—within about 12 minutes. It seemed that the whole world was on fire, with the Sun spinning 

at a greater speed each time. 

 

Then a gasp of terror rose from the crowd, for the Sun seemed to tear itself from the heavens and 

come crashing down upon the horrified multitude.  Just when it seemed that the ball of fire 

would fall upon and destroy them, the miracle ceased and the Sun resumed its normal place in 

the sky, shining forth as peacefully as ever. 

Many of the sick and crippled had been cured of their afflictions. 

 

Leader:  While the Miracle of the Sun was taking place, the children alone were privileged to 

witness several remarkable visions in the heavens. 

 

Reporters gave long detailed accounts of what had taken place, while the newspapers published 

many photographs (copies are on file in the U.S. Congressional Library). 
 

But few people outside Portugal paid any attention to this event and most newspapers in most 

countries ignored the story completely. 

 

 

 
 

 Note:  “The Third Secret” of Fatima was made public by Pope John Paul II in the year 2000. The 

secret referred to “a bishop clothed in white” falling to the ground, “apparently dead, under a burst of 

gunfire.” The Pope believes that prophecy refers to the assassination attempt on his life on May 13, 

1981. The Holy Father was shot by Turkish gunman Mehmet Ali Agca during a papal appearance at 

St. Peter’s Square in Rome. The Pope credits Our Lady of Fatima for saving his life. He even had one 

of the bullets that struck him placed in the crown of the statue of the Virgin Mary in Fatima. 
 


